
  The cicadas are singing. These loud 
summer bugs are part of the sounds of 
summer. But so very soon we will be 
hearing in our historical memory, 
school bells of days long past. Time to 
reengage our intellects, to reset our 
heart and mind priorities. Time to come 
back together to talk and learn, imagine 
and inspire.  
 
  To facilitate our life-long learning as 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ the 
Board of Christian Education 
has proposed some sched-
ule adjustments to allow 
adults as well as middle and 
high school youth to have 
more time together in wor-
ship and separately in a 
learning setting. Two funda-
mental perspectives drive 
this movement. The first is 
that nearly two generations 
of youth have been raised 
without regular attendance 
at worship as the common 
practice. One result is that 
young adults seldom return to church 
until their children are born, if at all. 
The second is that adults need time to 
learn and study as well as find fellow-
ship together following worship on Sun-
days. Sundays are the most important 
day in the life of this church. Many of 
our devoted members drive a great dis-
tance to be with us. This gives us the 
responsibility to create on Sunday 
morning a multi-faceted approach to 
offering people an experience of God.  
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  Try to find what might be new and 
exciting for you and also what might 
benefit others who are not even at 
our church yet. So what follows is the 
mechanics of how we will live into 
this vision of Christian Education for 
all ages and a Worship experience 
that welcomes youth and adults to 
grow together in faith. A modified 
schedule cares for Kindergarten 
through Fourth grade, September 11, 
18, and 25; the full schedule for chil-

dren, youth, 
and adults 
begins in 
October. 
The Board 
of Christian 
Education 
has pro-
duced a 
chart that 
seeks to 
make the 
adjustments 
in the 
schedule 

clear. You can find this schedule in 
the Happenings each month; it will 
have specific information for each 
date of the month, including special 
events such as Brunch Bash, for your 
reference. Brunch Bash will always 
take precedence as the fellowship 
center of our common life. 
 
  Sometimes it is through each other 
that we learn most. We’ve been 
blessed with each other’s presence  

 

► 



Events... 
Continued from p. 1 

to navigate this faith of ours. This fall the Christian Education Board is offering something new and dif-
ferent. It may seem odd at first and perhaps out of the norm, but it offers more time for the “common 
life” we share. Through learning and class time, we can gather so that we can continue building rela-
tionships with each other and grow in our faith. 
 
  This summer, the board offered Vacation Bible School. During this time, we experimented with an 
adult educational opportunity. It was great to see how youth and adults came to be with each other, 
learning and talking together about their faith. The impact of the relationships built from this event is 
priceless and will continue to offer support long after the class. And so this fall we offer something 
new and different hoping to support our congregation through education and fellowship as we develop 
and maintain our faith home here at CCB. 
 
  Home. It is a familiar place to us and we each bring pieces of it everywhere we go. In a community 
setting such as a church, we work together to build our church home. We have couches and nice 
chairs for a welcoming, relaxed atmosphere. We embrace each other on Sunday mornings happily 
similar to family. Our youngest children scamper around the building enjoying the freedom of safety 
and trust in our members. And we listen to the Word as it centers us for the week ahead. All of this is 
a part of our home at CCB. Like any home, we seek to try new things to adapt our decor with paint 
colors to help improve our setting.  
 
  In order to create more opportunities for our family in our faith home the Board of Christian Educa-
tion is adding a new layer of paint and even some new rooms to what CCB has to offer. Genesis 17:7 
states, “I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” Just 
as God serves all of us, it is our intention as a Board of Christians Education to serve all of our family 
members at CCB. We hope that you’ll join us as we go back to school. Don’t worry- we won’t be ring-
ing any school bells! 

Joy for the Journey, 

Pastor Louise 
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thinking of a flu shot!  
 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 9.  

Evangelical Homes of Michigan will be at CCB 

starting at 11:30 AM to administer flu shots.    

More information to come late September  

or contact Margherita Fisher at 248-626-6699. 

Last Chance to Go Paperless! 
 

This is the last planned paper issue of the 

Happenings newsletter.  If you would like to 

continue to receive a paper copy in the mail 

you MUST call the church office (248-646-

4511) to request it.  After this issue, if we 

have your email address on file you will be 

automatically switched to the E-Version.  If 

we do not have your email address you can 

call and provide it to us to receive your 

newsletter electronically. 

Thank You for going paperless! 



Christian Education ... 
  On August 1st, the Board of Christian Education was 

approved to move the start time of Sunday School to 

after worship in order to provide more opportunities to 

all of our members and friends. For this reason, we will 

only be dismissing children in fourth grade or under af-

ter Children's Time in worship for a special activity fol-

lowed by Creation Stations Sunday School after wor-

ship. Because of the move, children in fifth grade 

through twelfth grade are asked to remain in worship. 

The nursery will still be available during and after worship.  

   

  This fall weôre mixing things up a little bit and we want to make sure everyone is aware of the new 

opportunities that weôre offering at CCB.  Please check the Christian Education September Schedule 

(below) for what is happening during and after worship this month; due to several special events, the 

schedule will be a little different until October 1st. We hope to see you at one of our many gatherings! 

Questions? Please contact Sara Erickson.  
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Date/Group Infants & Toddlers Preschool- 4
th
 grade FROGS (5

th
-8
th
) & Sen-

ior High 
Adults 

September 4 The nursery is availa-
ble during worship 

One Room Summer 
Sunday School is avail-
able after Children’s 
Time. Happy Labor 
Day! 

FROGS and Senior 
High will not be meeting 
for Sunday School. Hap-
py Labor Day! 

Adults will not be 
meeting for Sunday 
School. Happy Labor 
Day! 

September 11 
- Rally Sun-
day! 

The nursery is availa-
ble during worship. 

Special activities are 
provided after Chil-
dren’s Time. Children 
should meet in the Ar-
lund Room. 

FROGS and Senior 
High are invited to stay 
in worship after Chil-
dren’s Time. A special 
Round Table discussion 
with Tara Sievers-Hunt 
meets after worship in 
the Arlund Room. 

Adults are invited to 
partake in Rally Day 
Sunday and to sign 
up for Adult Sunday 
School which kicks 
off on October 1

st
! 

September 18 
- Confirmation 
Sunday! 

The nursery will be 
available during wor-
ship. 

Special activities are 
provided after Chil-
dren’s Time. Children 
should meet in the Ar-
lund Room. 

FROGS and Senior 
High are invited to stay 
in worship after Chil-
dren’s Time.  Enjoy the 
Confirmation Celebra-
tion after worship! 

Adults will not be 
meeting for Sunday 
School. Enjoy the 
Confirmation Cele-
bration after worship! 

September 25- 
Brunch Bash 
& Car Wash 
for the Senior 
High 

The nursery will be 
available during  wor-
ship. 

Special activities are 
provided after Chil-
dren’s Time. Children 
should meet in the Ar-
lund Room. 

FROGS are invited to 
help prepare for Brunch 
Bash after Children’s 
Time. Senior High stu-
dents are invited to pre-
pare for their fundraiser 
after Children’s Time. 

Adults will not be 
meeting for Sunday 
School. Enjoy the 
Brunch Bash and Car 
Wash for the Senior 
High Students! 

Christian Education September Schedule  



Events... 
Mark your calendar for Rally Day  
Sunday, September 11, 2011 

 

ñReaching In, Reaching Outò 
 

Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 11, 2011 when we begin our 
new church year at CCB, a year of Worship, Education, Outreach and Christian Fel-
lowship.  The theme for Rally Day and the year is ñReaching In, Reaching Out.ò  In this 
year of visioning for the future, we will be looking within ourselves and our faith for in-
spiration, as we reach out to each other, our community, and to the world to offer our 
support in many ways.    

 
 Join us for the festive potluck lunch at 11:30 am following the worship 

service.   The Fellowship Committee is providing the main course of fried chicken.  If 
you are able, please bring a side dish (e.g., salad, fruit, casserole) or dessert to 
share.   

 
After the service on Rally Day there will also be time for fellowship and for ex-

ploring activities for the fall, such as signing up for CCB Board, Committee, and Minis-
try activities (e.g., flowers, ushers, CROP Walk).  We will also have a Youth Creative 
Arts Round Table with Tara Sievers for middle and high school students.  And we will 
see many items you can bid on at the ñCCBôs Got Talentò event on October 1.  It will 
be a busy day at CCB!! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Galen Fisher, CCB Vice Moderator. 



Events... 

 

CCB Friends Enjoying  

Godõs Gift of Summer!  
Family Camping Trip and Tiger Game Outing  



Events... 



Events... 
SACRED CONVERSATIONS ON JUSTICE 
SABBATH LIVING AND MATERIALISM 
 
 
 

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 24, 2011  9am-12 Noon 

     
At the Congregational Church of Birmingham 
1000 Cranbrook Road, Bloomfield Hills 
 

You are all invited to the first of a series on Sacred Conversations on Justice jointly sponsored by 
the Congregational Church of Birmingham and the Central Woodward Christian Church which will be 
held at CCB on Saturday, September 24

th
 from 9am to 12 Noon.  Light refreshments will be provid-

ed.  There is no charge. 
 
The Sacred Conversations on Justice series is facilitated by Rev. Terry Gallagher and the Social 
Justice Mission Area Team of the Detroit Metropolitan Association of the 
United Church of Christ. 
 
Sabbath Living and Materialism will explore the Biblical foundation for the role of the Christian Com-
munity in living in a society of abundance for some but poverty and hunger for many.  A dialogue 
process will be used that includes Scripture, current teaching, life experience and rational thought to 
help us in the discerning of God’s call to action. 
 
Sacred Conversations on Justice seeks to bring Christians together to listen, reflect, share and pray 
together in seeking greater understanding of how God would have us act in response to very difficult 
issues.  Further information on the series can be obtained at the website:  
www.SacredConversations-Justice.org  or you may contact Rev. Terry Gallagher at;  terrenceggal-
lagher@hotmail.com  or (734) 497-9310. 
 
RSVP is requested to assure sufficient handouts.  Call CCB at (248) 646-4511 or you may call Dr. 
Paul von Oeyen at (248) 646-0837.   

Adult Sunday School Kicks Off This Fall! 
 

Young and old adults alike are invited to partake in a new educational oppor-
tunity at CCB! Gathering on Sundays after worship in the Library will be the 
newest addition to the Christian Education Program: The Adult Sunday School 
Class. The featured series for Fall 2011 will be The Wired Word, a study that is 
centered around discussion that relates scripture to current headlines and hap-
penings within our society. The first class will meet on October 2

nd
  after wor-

ship. Everyone is welcome to join this homework-free class taught by Rev. Ott 
and Sara Erickson. Please contact Sara Erickson with questions. Don't forget 
to sign up on Rally Sunday! We hope to see you there! 

http://www.SacredConversations-Justice.org
mailto:terrenceggallagher@hotmail.com
mailto:terrenceggallagher@hotmail.com


Events... 
Creative Arts Round Table  

with Tara Sievers-Hunt! 

 

All middle school and high school students are invited to join Tara on Sun-

day, September 11th for a round table discussion about creative arts ideas 

for the upcoming school year. This event will happen in the Arlund Room af-

ter worship; students are encouraged to grab a plate of food at the Rally Day 

Pot Luck before meeting. The youth will also get a chance to hear about oth-

er opportunities for them at CCB. Please contact Sara Erickson or Tara 

Sievers-Hunt with questions.  We hope to you'll join us! 

CCB's Got Talent! 
Talent and Service Auction 

 

Saturday, Oct. 1, 2011 
Silent Auction 6:30-8 pm 
Live Auction 8:30-9 pm 

 

 

Congregational Church of Birmingham                                             
1000 Cranbrook Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI   

248-646-4511 

 

Small plates, desserts and beverages 
Catering by CCB member Will Branch of Corridor Sausage Co. 

$20 in advance, $25 at the door 
Tickets on sale in the church office and Fellowship Hall 

 



News... 
Nutrition Fact from the Conscious Living Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that the US Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) has changed the 
Food Guide Pyramid? First Lady Michelle Obama initiated this change. 
Observe that half of our plates should contain fruits and vegetables. 

Choose red, orange, and dark green vegetables for your meal. Fruits can 
be added as part of the meal. Try mixing them in your salad. Remember 
the darker or deeper the color of the fruit or vegetable the healthier it is!  

Our prayers for peace and condolences go out to CCB members Pat 

and Bob Maddock at the passing of their son Jeffrey on Thursday, 

August 11, 2011 at the age of 50.  Jeffrey battled cancer for the last 

year and was comforted during that time by the very bible presented 

to him by Rev. Chuck Erickson at his confirmation at CCB years ago.  

Jeff is predeceased by his triplet brother Chris, who passed last Oc-

tober of the same illness.  Although there will not be a formal funer-

al, the Maddock family will soon be gathering for a private celebra-

tion of Jeffõs life.  You may contact Pat and Bob at: P.O. Box 482, 

Stoney Point, ON, Canada N0R 1N0 or on Patõs cell phone at 586-924 -

7198. 



And Also With You...    
This months interview is with Kenn Denison. 
 
How long have you been a member at CCB/UCC? 
  Four years.  
  
What brought you to this church? 
  I was looking for a place for Larry and I to have a ceremony for 
our 10th anniversary. 
 
Do any other family members attend this church? If so, who? 
  Yes, my husband Larry. 
 
Are you currently active on any church boards, committees, or ministries? 
  Yes, I’m on the Board of Worship taking care of the flowers for the Sunday service in the sanctuary. 
  
What kind of work do you do? What attracted you to this type of work?  
   Housekeeper by default. 
 
If you could change one thing about your life, what would it 
be?  
  I would still have my dog Tonda for the rest of my life. 
  
What do you draw energy from?  
  I draw energy from throwing a party. 
  
Tell us something about yourself that would surprise people. 
  I am deeply afraid of bridges. 
  
Do you have a favorite musician or band? Who? What is it 
you like about them? 
  I like a number of performers. I like Sarah Brightman, Celine 
Dion, Michael Buble, Cher, Bette Midler,  
Garth Brooks. My music preference is diverse. 
   
  
What is your favorite book? What did you love about it? 
  The Harry Potter series for the fantasy and the adventure. 
 
Where do you see God at work in your every day life?  
  I see God at work in my every day life through my husband Larry and for what he puts up with, and 
still loves me for who and what I am. 
  
Tell us two more things you'd like us to know about you . 
  My favorite color is purple, and I am a Leo and just turned 47 years old.  
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          Scripture:  Matthew 3:8 

òItõs your life that must change,  

not your skin!ó  

         MSG translation 

CCB Goals and Commitments  

1. We intend to become more intentional about living out our faith by reaching out to each oth-

er and through our mission in the region, nation and  world. 

2.  We intend to become more inclusive, open and affirming in our approach to ALL people re-

gardless of age, gender, race, nationality, ethnic background and sexual orientation. 

3.  We intend to become better stewards of the environmental and economic resources which 

are a vital part of Godôs creation.  


