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A Message From the Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
My newsletter message is the report that I wrote for the Annual Meeting.  
I am delighted to highlight the wonderful ways we work together to bring 
God’s presence into our congregation and out to the world. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 (excerpts from The Message by Eugene Peterson) 
What I want to talk about now is the various ways God’s Spirit gets 
worked into our lives… 
And God’s Spirit has, indeed, worked into my life through each one of you 
and the entire wonderful congregation of First and St. Stephen’s United 
Church of Christ.  You welcomed me warmly at the end of May, and we 
have been learning and growing together in God’s Spirit.  It continues to 
be a joy to minister to and with you.  And you, individually and               
collectively, bring considerable gifts to the ongoing life and ministries of 
this church. 
 
God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all originate in 
God’s Spirit.  God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere; but 
they all originate in God’s Spirit.  God’s various expressions of power are 
in action everywhere; but God is behind it.  Each person is given      
something to do that shows who God is. 
The gifts are everywhere:   
In worship, the gift of musicians and choir members for helping make the 
services meditative when needed and lively when desired; the gift of 
preaching and worship leadership by church members when needed.  
The gift of so many of you who participated in the Service of Installation, 
sharing symbols of the many ministries to which you are dedicated – 
here and in the community. 
God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere. 
The ministry of sharing God’s Word and presence happened not only in 
the Sunday Service of Worship, but also in special services here – a 
World AIDS Day Service, and Service of Comfort in the Holiday Times – 
and a service in the community – the Transgender Day of Remembrance 
at the First Unitarian Church.  The ministry of sharing God’s comfort   
happened during the Memorial Service for beloved church member, 
Janice Galiani.  And as a community we mourned the deaths of Janice 
and Sally Murray.  We celebrated the Christmas season with a Children’s 
Pageant, Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight Service, and Christmas 
Day Service of Worship. 

 

 



The ministry of teaching God’s Word happened through Children’s Church School.  I convened 
two meetings of parents of children in the Children’s Church School in which we discussed    
concerns, ideas, scheduling, and curriculum.  I lead the weekly Lectionary Study Group, and I 
am grateful for the willingness of others to lead the 8th Day Book Group and the Adult Christian 
Education class. 
The ministry of hospitality continues to happen through the warm 
welcome extended by this church family to all who enter our 
doors, by Joyce Kruse who kindly and graciously helps those who 
wish to use the building, and by Sam Marshall who keeps the 
building clean and inviting. 
The ministry of stewardship of building and finances happens 
thanks to the Building Committee and those who manage the 
church finances.  I convened a meeting of the Building Committee 
and invited Carol Klein, director of Dulaney Day School, and Sam 
Marshall.  We had an enlightening discussion about the building 
and ways in which to assess the state of the facility and what   
projects might be in store for the future. 
The ministry of governance has been carried out by the thoughtful 
and faithful Consistory.  I have made certain that minutes of    
Consistory meetings and Treasurer’s Reports are available in the 
Gathering Room for anyone interested.  I led a retreat for the  
Consistory during which we began to think of ways to involve the 
congregation in discussions about this faith community – its 
strengths and challenges – and what God is calling this congregation to do and be as we head 
into the future. 
God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere. 
God’s expressions of justice, righteousness, and mercy are found in the faithfulness of those 
who prepare and serve meals at Supper Club.  I have learned a lot about that ministry in my  
participation each month. I have appreciated our financial and moral support of Habitat for      
Humanity.  I have visited Earl’s place and am grateful for this congregation’s support of that    
remarkable ministry, through financial         
assistance and the generous outpouring of 
gifts at Christmas.  And we continue to     
support the Assistance Center of Towson 
Churches.  I organized a “Dance Marathon” 
and potluck lunch as part of the UCC Mission 
I initiative to raise awareness about the issue 
of hunger.  Donations of food and money 
were given to ACTC. 
Each person is given something to do to 
show who God is. 
Consistory members who manifest trust in 
God’s light and love as they faithfully discern 
and decide where God is leading. 
Liturgists - young and “not-so-young”- who 
offer the Word of God during worship, and the 
children who sing God’s praises. 
Leaders and all who participate in the book groups and study groups, learning more about God 
Those who ably manage our finances so we can be God’s presence here and in the world, 
All who teach and care for our beautiful children, and are signs of God’s wisdom and love, 



 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
 
Habitat of the Chesapeake will be offering 
beautiful children’s books to help raise 
money for Habitat.  The book is entitled, 
Peace by Piece,  and features artistic        
reflections by children, ages 5 – 17,          
responding to questions, such as “What does 
God/Allah teach us about shelter, helping the 
poor, caring for the earth, being a fam-
ily?” (among other questions.)  It won’t be 
printed by Christmas, but will be soon       
after.  Contact Dave Noppenberger for       
information (noppenbd@yahoo.com or    
410-243-1103). It makes a wonderful gift!!     
 
 
 
 

8th Day Study Group 
 
The group will resume meetings on Friday, 
January 13, 11:30 to 1 p.m. Peggy Cook 
will lead the group in discussion of the book,  
World Religions in America, edited by James 
Neusner. Please join us. Bring a bag lunch.  
 

Lectionary Study 
 
Join Pastor Terry in discussing the Sunday 
Lectionary at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays  in the 
Parlor off the narthex.  
 

Consistory Meeting 
 
Tuesday, January 10 at 7 p.m. Please let 
Alex or Terry know if you would like to have 
anything discussed and let Alex know if you 
are unable to attend.  
 

The Building Committee who follow up on needed repairs and 
answer God’s call and desire to have a place to worship and 
be together, 
Those who cook and serve meals for the hungry; and those 
who are willing to deliver food – signs of God’s mercy and 
righteousness 
Those who send cards and emails - expressions of         
houghtfulness, God’s presence of comfort, 
And to all of you for the ways you support one another in    
sorrow and in joy – those ways that show we are truly the 
Body of Christ. 
The way God designs our bodies is a model for understanding 
our lives together as the church; every part dependent on 
every other part… If one part hurts, every other part is         
involved in the hurt – and in the healing.  If one part flourishes, 
every other part enters into that exuberance. You are Christ’s 
body – that’s who you are! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Terry Fitzgerald 
Pastor 
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