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SEPTEMBER, 2011 NEWSLETTER
The Epistle and the Gospel Readings
Sunday, Sep. 4th      Epistle: 1Cor. 15:1-11          Sunday, Sep. 18th      Epistle: Gal. 2:16-20
12th Sunday after      Gospel: Mt. 19:16:26           Sunday after the         Gospel: Mk. 8:34-9:1
Pentecost                  Tone: Three                          Elevation of the          Tone: Five              

                                                                                Holy Cross                                                                                                                                                                     
Sunday, Sep. 11th     Epistle: Gal. 6:11-18           Sunday, Sep. 25th     Epistle: 2Cor. 4:6-15
Sunday before the     Gospel: Jn. 3:13-17             15th Sunday after       Gospel: Lk. 5:1-11
Elevation of the         Tone: Four                           Pentecost                   Tone: Six
Cross & after the Nativity of the Theotokos
_______________________________________________________________________________                                  
(Please see St. Stephen’s Monthly Calendar for daily services for September)

The Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday September 13th tffollfolllat 8:30 PM in the Church Hall.
  -Congratulations to Michelle and Ray Poerio for the birth of their daughter Gabriella Katherine on August 18th. May God grant her, Anthony and her grandparents: Barbara and Zach Walters His eternal love and blessings.
-Continue to pray for the good health of our dear friend John Laham who is recuperating after a minor surgery over his daughter Marion’s house in PA, to reach John please see Rosemary.  

  -Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are all called to be Saints. If we want to be united with Christ in Paradise, we should start by tasting of that life here on earth. Our Church Year starts in September; it starts with the Nativity of the Mother of God. Live the Church Year as we are called to live it. Come and attend the services of the twelve major Feasts. The first one this year will be held, God willing, on Tuesday night Sep. 7th at 7:30 PM for the Nativity of the Mother of God. We need to nourish our spiritual lives and lift up our hearts unto the Lord.
  -The attendance last month for the Paraclesis was really poor. I urge you all to attend all the weekly services and receive the Sacraments of the Church. There is nothing better in this life than living our faith through prayers, fasting and alms giving.
Our Annual International Festival: Will be held on September 16th-18th. Joe Keepers and Ted Mandalakis are chairing it. They will need all your help. 
Our Annual Gift Raffle Auction: Will be held October 15th in our Church Hall. Cathy Carr will chair it with Sonia Ghanim co-chair. Please offer them all your help. We need many gifts to be raffled. Please, if you received gifts that you know you don’t need and will never use, how about donating it for this good cause? All monetary donations are greatly appreciated. This event will need a lot of gifts and a lot of preparation. Please be generous.
News from Our Women Group:
  -Please plan to attend our first meeting after summer to be held after the Divine Liturgy on September 25th.
News from Our Church School:
  -Sunday School will resume on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th.   We will also celebrate the Elevation of the Cross, have a short Memorial Service for the Victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and enjoy a Parish Picnic.  We will be giving the children hot dogs downstairs before class. The official opening prayer for Sunday School will be said on September 18th.

  -Don’t forget we are tithing again—beginning September 11th.  So send your child with a little donation for the needy each week. We are saving for a worthy project—as we did last year—with the children participating in its distribution.

  -Since there will be so much activity on the 11th, the  Creative Festival Awards will now be presented on  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th.  We hope all participants will attend. 
  -The “volunteer  fee” of $10 per family will be accepted with our gratitude any time during the month of September.  This minimal fee contributes to the support of the school’s yearly activities.  
  -It is our commitment to assist you in the Spiritual education of our children.  Your commitment to bring your children is the most important link to our success.  Working together, we hope to enrich our children’s lives in the teachings of Christ.
Please check the bulletin board for important information.  Letters have been sent out to each family regarding the new session. 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) News:
  -IOCC continues its international relief work, particularly with Ethiopia and people struggling with famine. 
  -Children's Prayer Journals are available which highlight Orthodox helping others in other countries. For more information or to help with IOCC relief efforts, the website is www.iocc.org
Preparation for Holy Communion:

  -Only Orthodox Christians who are prepared may approach the Holy Chalice. Please remember to 
have respect as we are processing forward to receive Holy Communion. This is a solemn time for 
Humility, prayer and silence. Please approach the Holy Chalice “In the fear of God and in faith and in love.”    
Gift certificates from Shop Rite, A&P & Macys are available. Please see Sharon or Joe Keepers.

MANY THANKS:
  -To May Elias for baking the prosphora. 
  - 










